
FRACKING & TOURISM
Fermanagh Welcomes You – Naturally?

The plan: 60 frack pads approximately 1 mile apart, covering 40,000 
acres, and may extend to up to three times this size

DETI Draft Tourism Strategy for NI to 2020 - Northern Ireland needs to 
‘Value tourism’… ‘Value the tourist’ … ‘Value what the tourist values’…

Why do visitors come to Fermanagh?
· Restful and relaxing holiday – peace and tranquility
· Quality of the scenery - beautiful and un-spoilt landscape
· Natural Heritage – e.g. lakes, Cuilcagh Mountain Park, Marble Arch 

Caves Global Geopartk (54,092 visitors 2011)
· Cultural Heritage: musicians, artists, photographers, writers etc.
· Built Heritage – e.g. National Trust properties, (92,441 visitors 2011)
· Fishing and boating
· Outdoor pursuits: hill/trail walking, water sports, caving etc.
· Good quality food and restaurants

The most recent DETI figures indicate that the tourism sector in Co 
Fermanagh generates over £36 million per annum



DETI Draft Tourism Strategy for NI to 2020 – “There is also a real recognition 
that what makes NI special is the quality of the experience and any 
development must be sensitive to this”.   

What impact will fracking have on tourism in Fermanagh?
· Our roads will be congested with heavy trucks and machinery
· Fish stocks may be contaminated
· There is a risk of earth tremors
· Our rural landscape will become an industrialised zone
· There is a risk to natural heritage 
· The air will be heavy with dust and smog
· The Erne waterways are at risk of pollution
· Noise and light pollution are inevitable
· There will be public health concerns
· We will lose our clean and green image

What will happen if fewer visitors come to Fermanagh?
· Loss of revenue from tourism
· Loss of jobs in tourism
· Loss of income for local providers including hotels, B&Bs, hostels, 

restaurants, cruise hire and supplies, shops, fishing tackle stores, arts/
craft stores, outdoor pursuit centers, golf courses, the Marble Arch Caves 
and National Trust properties etc.

FRACKING WILL CHANGE OUR LANDSCAPE AND OUR TOURISM 
INDUSTRY FOREVER

Opposition to fracking has been expressed by both
Fermanagh District Council 

&
Fermanagh Lakeland Tourism

BE FRACK AWARE - LOOK BEHIND THE HEADLINES  

For further information, visit www.frackaware.com, 
e-mail us at info@frackaware.com and/or come along

to a public information meeting
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FRACKING & JOBS 
Good News Story or Misleading Headline? 

 
Tamboran Resources Pty Ltd have made the headlines with the 
promise of a significant number of jobs for Co Fermanagh - Surely a 
much needed good news story? Or is it?  
 
Let’s take a closer look at what Tamboran are telling us:- 
 
Their April 2012 figures estimated that net direct additional 
employment would be 600 full-time equivalents by 2025 and that 
this would create 2,400 further indirect jobs. But ........ 
 
• The headlines suggested that these would be in Co Fermanagh 

alone but communication direct from Tamboran confirms that 
the figures in fact cover the whole cross-border region, with 
only half for Fermanagh. 

 
• Analysis of Tamboran’s own figures suggests a net job creation 

(including both direct and indirect jobs) of only around 600 full-
time equivalents for Fermanagh - significantly fewer than 
suggested. 

 
• And further analysis of the data and assumptions made by 

Tamboran suggests that even this figure is substantially 
overestimated (for further information see FFAN’s submission to 
DETI, June 2012). 

 
Opposition to fracking has been expressed by both 

Fermanagh District Council & Fermanagh Lakeland Tourism 
 
See over for more important considerations about fracking and 

jobs in Co Fermanagh 
 

 
Fracking - Job Loss Concerns 
Any employment created by fracking will probably be at the cost of 
many existing jobs, especially in tourism and agriculture. 
 
Tourism:- 
• 640 jobs in local hotels and restaurants (in the frack license 

area) (2001census) 
• 778 full-time local jobs underpinned by the angling industry. 

(2005) 
Agriculture:- 
• Total employment 4995 (2011 est by DARD Statistics Dept.) 
• Agricultural, hunting, forestry and fishing employment in 

Fermanagh 11.2% of the total labour force. (2001 census) 
 
Tourism and agriculture have a proven track record in providing 
sustainable employment in Co Fermanagh. The scale of 
development planned (40,000+ acres) will undoubtedly impact on 
the continued viability of these sectors, resulting in significant job 
losses. 
 
Are we going to risk our tried and tested sectors in which we have 
invested so much personal and public money for a vague promise 
of jobs which are likely to be:- 

• Far fewer than has been suggested 
• Most likely low-paid and short-term 
• A fraction of those likely to be lost in tourism & agriculture? 

 
BE FRACK AWARE - LOOK BEHIND THE HEADLINES   

 
For further information (including the FFAN submission to DETI) visit 

www.frackaware.com, e-mail us at info@frackaware.com and/or come 
along to a public information meeting. 

 
SAY NO TO BOOM AND BUST 


